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The GCSE Options Process

What does is it involve?

» All this week your teachers will talk to you about the GCSE 01
Options that each department offers
- This will include all the different types of qualification on

offer:

» GCSEs 5t Louis Gramu
» Level 2 BTECs (equivalent to GCSE) .
- Other Level 2 qualifications (equivalent to GCSE) —

» You must: i
- Consider all the subjects that are on offer L
- Take time to read through the options booklet with your 2019-2021

parents / guardian e s e R

» The options booklet is available from the school website

and the school App.
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Pathways - Pathway 1

Once you have read through the information pages, the next stage of choosing your
options is to decide on the pathway you wish to choose.

There are three pathways to choose from - the pathway you choose dictates the
number of GCSEs you will study.

Mandatory Optional Total
Subjects Subjects GCSEs

y / "n.

. N .:"f Occupational ,‘
English N /  Studies &
Maths \ ¥ / 1 additional GCSE \"}

Level 2RE : /

. OR
SA Science \ 3 additional /

GCSEs




Occupational Studies

- Occupational Studies is the equivalent of 2
GCSEs

» Occupational Studies allows you to study a
range of practical subjects assessed by
coursework and classwork

« Those who choose Occupational Studies will go
to the SRC in Newry for one full day a week

« If you choose Occupational Studies you will
follow pathway 1 and study a total of 7 GCSEs /
GCSE equivalent courses

- NOTE: This year the SRC are also offering a
Level 2 Certificate in Creative Arts and Digital
Technologies as well as a Level 2 BTEC in
Countryside and Environment




Occupational Studies - CCEA

What is Dccupational Studies?

Oceupational Studies allows pupils to study a range of practical subjects. assessed by
coursework, n onder 1o gain 2 GCSEs. Pupls who opt for Occupational Studies:

+ Wil gotothe SAC in MNewry one full day a week
* Wil study a total of 7 GCSEs / GCSE Equivalent courses

The Dcoupational Studies specifications:

+  focus on occupation and amployabity

=  enable progression Lo other courses, training and employment

+  help to rase ievels of ac hemement and

+  gmphasise learning by doing which heips learners 1o develop the transferable skills needed
ina changing and dynamic working environment.

CCEA have devised these specifications in consultation withe

+  Sector Skils Councils:

*  1eachers in schools;

¢ teachersfecurers in further and higher education colleges: and
*  employers.

Oceupational Studies at the SAC has six subject areas. Each of these relates to a general
occupational area and includes a range of optional units. Leamers must complete two subjects
from the same occupational area to achieve a qualification. in year 11, puplls choose bwo
subjects from one of the subject anas. in Year 12 pupils must choose two Subjects from a
different subject ama.

The following units ane available in the six subject amas.

Business and Services

+  Creative Styling using Blow Drying Technigues
= Shampoo & Conditioning Treatments

+  Manicure and Mail Art

* Fastial Skin Care

+  Contemporary Cuisine

+  Patssens & Baking

= Child Care - the Play Environment

* The Physical Care of Babies

+  Modern Retaling

Plastering
Painting and Decorating
Banch Joinery

i

10.



Taught at the

Design and Creativity

Graphic Design

Croative Styling using Blow Drying Technigues
Creative Styling on Long Hair

Patisserie & Baking

Contemporary Culsine

Total Beauty

Special Crafs - Photography

Engineering and Enginesring Services

+  Electrical wring Instaliation

*  Wehicke Servicing and Valeting Operations
*  [Plumnbing

*  Maintenance of Land-Based Machnery

s @ 8w s w

Rewarding Learning

Environment and Society
*  [Horticulture Caring for Plants

+  Horticulture Growing Plants a Sustainable Way

+ Sports Leadership

+  Running a Leisure Evert

*  Tour Guiding

*  Working in Tourism

*  Reminigcence wih indviduals in a Care Environmaent (Health and Social Care Option)
+  Working in a Care Envisonment (Health and Soclal Care Option)

Technology and innovati
+  Dagital imaging

+ Carpentry & pinery

= TV & Film ProducBion

Below are the notional G ESE equivalent grades for occupational studies.

Cccupsionsl Budies Lavel | Lavel Achisved ::"f".'" o
Dibincion / Distinchon * ATAT
Lovel 2 Mexit a
P C
Disinction D
Lavwnl 1 Maril E
Pams FIG

Ploase note that if there are insufficlent pupll numbers in pariicular units / classes then the
unit may not run We will be informed of this by the SAC prior fo the end of the Summ s ferm.

Occupational Studies - CCEA

11.



Pathway 2

Mandatory Optional Total
Subjects Subjects GCSEs

English : .
Maths \ . ' 5 additional

RE , GCSEs
SA Science ‘-

12.



Pathway 3

Mandatory Optional Total
Subjects Subjects GCSEs

13.
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Subject Pages

...contain a wealth of information

« There is a wealth of information to help decide
whether a subject is right for you!

- You should take the time to read this carefully
- There will be information about the different parts i

that make up the qualification such as the amount S

of coursework and exam e
- Talk to your teachers if there is anything you do =

not understand e

Efnaseiimant

15.



t parts
nount

1do

Index of Optional Subjects

Art and Design
Enterprise and Marketing
Business Studies

Child Development
Construction

Design Technology
Applied IT (OCN NI
Digital Technologies
(Computing)

Digital Technologies
(Multimedia)

Drama

Irish

Engineering

Food and Nutrition Science
French

Geography

History

Maoving Image Arts
Music

Spanish

PE

BTEC Travel and Tourism

Available at the SRC
Occupational Studies
Creative Arts and Digital
Technologies (OCN NI)
BTEC Countryside and

Environment

24-25
26
27
28-29
30
3
32

33

34-35
36
37
38-39
40-41
42-43
44-45
46-47
48
49
50-51
52
53

54-55

56-57

58

16.



Core Subjects

- "Core Subjects" are the subjects that you MUST study at GCSE

« The number of Core Subjects you study depends on the
pathway you have chosen

- All Core Subjects are GCSEs except OCN NI Level 2 RE which is
studied only on Pathway 1.

- Pathway 1 - English / Maths / OCN NI Level 2 RE
(equivalent to a GCSE) / Single Award Science

- Pathway 2 - English / Maths / RE / Single Award Science

- Pathway 3 - English / English Literature / Maths / RE /
Single or Double Award Science

17.



GCSE Child Development - CCEA

= T year (ourse

= Two Exames

= e pece of Confrolied Assessment

Contmst Assemament
Campunent 11 = Eximal writhon gaamiration
= 1 how 15 mes
Parenthood, = T8 marks
Pregrascy andthe | = The paper nciudes muliple-choloe. short
Hewtrn Babry = i wtructuned quastions, and quastions
Toquiring pejprgied wiifing
Campanent T = Extemal written ssaminafion
= 1 hour 15 mi
The Development | = 75 maks
of the Chikl = The pugser inchudes muliple-cholce. shaort
105 Vearsd + S e question, e ouestions
requiing xienced wriling.
Camponent & + Controbed a5sessmont
= 100 ks
Ireeanigartion Task

= Blusdents compleg onetask from o choce of
DA

The 1k bag tha folloaing parte

= Part & Anabysis and Justification

= [Port B Secondary Resssrch srd S s of
[T

= Pant G Condlusions and Evaution of Pats A
ancd .

= Part [ Planning snd Dotcome: and

= Part I Denhastion of Planning and Cuicoms.

SIS RSN T WITHEN Naport on th Lsk in
thas teouere oo

TadChs sk s T aned CCEA meodosani T
resfts.

GCSE Digital Technologies - Multimedia

in the multimedia strand of GCSE Digetal tochniologees you will study the theory of
B0 CLITRNT SOMTAEN SEVEID DIMANT CTENGS 3Nd T SIu0 OF MO0 RCNNoIgy Dased
SysiomE.

mmﬂmnﬂﬂmwgﬂhnnwhwkuum
‘essental skils 1 a range of softwane [ mciuding

mm“ﬂhmwnﬂm“mh

Whm_mnmmlwﬂmm
‘components which ae d Bhrough

At the end of Year 11 pupis wil St 3 1 hour Examination based on tha thecry of digital
technology [Uni 11 and at the end of year 12 will it & further 1 hour exem based on

The course wesghtings are as follows:

*  Coursswork - 30%:
= [Exam - 70%

|1

Tﬂwmmm_p-mnmplﬁ—_qm
office software. and learn how 1o develon app
ety LG mURimeda sONwars Suth oS Fingwors, PROEhoD and Drearmada’.

iow will als0 iearm how to develop a solution to a given probiemn wsing database

Eaechnoiragy e will denepln & e Erning for yoLr i g [
The coursewors consass of two tasks which inchude:

= B D Lifw cycla incil stior Deesagn and Dy
= Website design and develooment

By studying ather the Computing strand or mutrmedia strand, thes could allow you io
Dursue a career i the followng:

IT{ Computing
& an B

18.



GCSE Child Development - CCEA

*  TWO yBar course
« Two Exams
* One piece of Controled Assessment

Content Asse S5 ment Weighting
Component 1: = External written axamination 30%
« 1 hour 15 mins -
Parenthood + 75 marks
Pregnancy and the | + The paper includes multiple-choice, short
Mewbarn Baby = and structured questions, and questions In the multim
requiring extended writing. computers a:
Component 2: + External written axamination 30% o currert sal
* 1how 15 mins systems.
The Development * TS5 marks
of the Child = The paper incledes multiple-choice, short .
(0-5 Years) » and structured questions, and questions This coursa v
requiring extended writing. essential skill
development
Component 3 + Controlled assessment 408
+ 100 marks Throughout
Investigation Task + Students complete one task from a choice of £
two components
The task has the following parts: At the end of
= Part A: Analysis and Justification “'
+ Part B: Secondary Research and Analysis of digntal autho
O Viewpaint
» Part C: Conclusions and Evaluation of Parts A The course v
and B,
+ Part D: Planning and Outcome: and + Course
* Part E: Evaluation of Planning and Outcome. - —
Students present the written report on the task in
the required format. Throughout &
office softwa
Teachers mark the task, and CCEA modemte the effectvery Ls
results.
You will also k
technology a
- The coursew

19.
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GCSE Digital Technologies - Multimedia

In the muitimedia strand of GCSE Digital technologies you will study the theary of
computers as well as complete practical coursework tasks. This course directly relates
10 curnent softwane development trends and the study of modern technology based
SYStEMS.

This course will suit pupils who want to go in o a career in IT or who wish 1o develop
essantial skills in a range of software packages noiuding muitmedia and database
development. These skills will be invaluabile for amy pupd throughout their working life.

Throughout the two Years pupiis are examined on & range of Practical COUrSEwors
components which are assessed through controlied assessment.

Az the end of Year 17 pupils wil sit a 1 hour esamination based on the theory of digital
‘technology [Unit 1). and at the end of year 12 will sit a further 1V hour exam based on
digital authoring techniques.

The course welghtings are as follows:

* Coursework - 30%

= [Exam - T0%

Throughout the two years you will continue to develop your [T skills using standard
office software. and lsarn how 1o develop applications and cor : infor i
effectavedy using multimedia soft such as Fi s, Photoshop and Dreamweaver.

You will also kearn now to develop a solution to a gven problem using database
technology and will develop a website for your coursework using Drearmweaver.

The cooursewor consists of two tasks which include:

By studying either the Computing strand or multimedia strand. this could allow you to
DUSUE & Career in the following:

Pupits either the multimedia or Computing strand. Not both!

~ - [ 2|

20.



At the end of Year 11 pupils will sit a 1 hour examination based on the theory of digital
technology (Unit 1), and at the end of year 12 will sit a further 1% hour exam based on
digital authoring technigques.

The course weightings are as follows:

* Coursework - 30%
* Exam - 70%

Throughout the two years you will continue to develop your IT skills using standard
office software, and learn how to develop applications and communicate information
effectively using muitimedia software such as Fireworks, Photoshop and Dreamweaver.

You will also learn how to develop a solution to a given problem using database
technology and will develop a website for your coursework using Dreamweaver.

The coursework consists of two tasks which include:

+ Software Development Life cycle including solution Design and Development
*» Website desian and develooment

21.



Note

- There are three "ICT" options and you can only take one
« Digital Technologies - Multimedia path (like ICT)
« Digital Technologies - Programming path (like Computing)
- OCN NILEVEL 2 APPLIEDIT - 100% Coursework
« You can only choose GCSE Business Studies OR OCR Level 2 Enterprise and
Marketing - not both
- Further Maths counts as one of your 6 choices
« You must have consistently high marks in Maths to be allowed to opt for
Further Maths
- You must choose between Single Award Science or Double Award Science
(both include all three sciences) - this depends on the pathway you are
following
- Double Award Science counts as two of your 6 choices
- Occupational Studies counts as three of your 6 choices
- It is strongly recommended that pupils study a language at GCSE

22.
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Choosing options

« This week is options week

« There will be presentations at break from e
subject leaders for new subjects not studied = F======
in Junior school

. Your class teachers will talk to you about ===
their subject option =

« Pupils and their parents are invited to the ==
options event on Monday 28th January to @ = ——

discuss your options with subject leaders

24.



At the end of
this week you
will get the first
trawl options
sheet

Key Stage Four Options 20018 - 2020 January 2018

NAME

CLABS 10

This s & pralimizary sorsihamon ngardag vour choke of sshgcrs far GUSE This b pat yeur finsl aptisn sheri. Thy
rfarmration you peevade o2 T sbee! will be wed o comiruct e final cptoss sheel. Whea the fnal optios dacel o
predured, with ssbjects 1 bincks, 8 copy will sls be sres bome m allow you o dir the wabjecis with your

paceeinigeardisns Vow will finaliee your choices wher the pureats tracher mocsng in Manch

In cheming your mbjects you mus comsléor the lfarmatisn in the opfioe boakicl as well m the fallewing:
L. Al bsdents mest wedy Relighas Eduration, Engls, sed Mathematios, Physical Eduration b
wvadabie as o8 eption theugh all pupds Bave nea-coam FE on eir tmcnable
I Stadests mast take o loast o Scicsde. Double Award Sehoice counts i3 1wa aptisns.
3. It ustreagly recommended Bt siudo dady s haguags
A, Fardier Maska b s a8 sn eprics shjsor snd will be aladed in your & chsioes

Flesw welectd the & wbjects fram the it belaw

Pleasr numbior yeur doikes frem | - & in arder of preference.

Subject Freferemce | Subject Preferee
™ Rutlnen Seadies

Child Developmrar Construction ®

IHgizal Techaciogies (Y eitimedia) THgizal Techaniogies |4 ompetisg)
Thsbls Award Srigace S

(This cousts s tws sptisas. Warth 2 GCSEs) Englutring®

Yoad and Nwtritian Sclencs Fremch

Farthor Mashamatics # Lrapraphy

tatary Irisk

Maving Image AFe Muie

FE Seadies Single Award Stace (Warth | GUSE)
Spanith Terhsalagy

| BTEC Level 2 Travel and Tearisn

iSingle Anard)

& Flaadiniies an apgliod (vossioaal) GCSE

& 4 Pupils rust have porsd s high sversgs marks |5 Mafamation io b allowsd 5o apt for Fursher Maths, 17's Ferhar
Mfathsemmatics cliss is Bl viable, this cliss MY RIS B corfuneton with GUSE Mulks i in previous vews.

*  Youcwmoely sudy | "BCT™ option - Digital T

O Digital it

*  If you buve & parcube carcer in reind, make wars et you check what sohjects are noadod with yeur canneey teacher,

in the optioes baokles or with M Devdin
+ I insaMiaken: pepis chooas a8 apcion thin ther & 50 puaristee 1 this apcdon will mn

Studest's sig

Parcot's signature

Flease retarm 16 M Brows bfore Thariday B Febraary 1008

25.




- FmaEew SrETEsErar ) WERS WENWEEWE S W -

= ams wammma we presmsms zm==s

Subject

Preference

Subject

Art

Business Studies

Child Development

Construction *

Digital Technologies (Multimedia)

Digital Technologies (Computing)

Double Award Science Drama

(This counts as two options. Worth 2 GCSEs) Engineering*
Food and Nutrition Science French
Further Mathematics € Geography
History Irish

Moving Image Arts Music

PE Studies

Single Award Science (Worth | GCSE)

Spanish

Technology

BTEC Level 2 Travel and Tourism
(Single Award)

26.




igle Award)

¢  *Indicates an applied (vocational) GCSE.

e % Pupils must have consistent high average marks in Mathematics to be allowed to opt for Further Maths. If a Furthe
Mathematics class is not viable, this class may run in conjunction with GCSE Maths as in previous years.

¢  You can only study | “ICT" option — Digital Technologies (Multimedia) OR Digital Technologies (Computing).

¢ [Ifyou have a particular carcer in mind, make sure that you check what subjects are needed with your carcers teacher,

in the options booklet or with Mrs Devlin.
¢ [finsufficient pupils choose an option then there is no guarantee that this option will run.

tudent’s signature Parent’s signature

Please return to Mr Brown before Thursday 8" February 2018

27.
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Five stages

- Stage one - Options Talks - this week
- Stage two - Options Day 28th January
- Stage three (First trawl) - complete the first trawl
sheet and hand it back to Mr Brown by 1st February
« You must get your sheet back on time or your
choices won't be considered for the second trawl
- Stage four (Second trawl) - the subjects are placed
into 6 "blocks" automatically based on your choices and
based on the "best fit" for all pupils
« You will discuss your final 3-5 choices at the PTM
on 28th February 2012 with your parents and
teachers
« You may only choose 1 option from each block
« Second trawl forms returned by 22nd March 2019

A S Wty

29.




Key Stage Four Options 2018-2020

Marma: Class:

In choosing your subjects you must consider the following:

Al studenis must study Religious Education, English and Mathematics as GCSE subjects.
Saudents musi take a1 least one Science from Double or Single Award.

You must chooss Doubls Award Science in blocks A and B and this counts a8 two oplions.
You must chooss Ootupatonal Swdes in biocks B, E and F and this counts a8 two options.
If you wish o do BTac Children's Cam you should opt for Occupational Studies

It is recommended thal most siudents study a language.

Al students must choose one subject from sach block.

I

BLOCK A [TCK [BLDCKB | MCK | BLOCKGC [TCK |
Dauble Award Sclance Double Award Scionce At
Single Award Science History Child Developmant
Appliad IT Further Maths
Decupational Btudies. Geegraphy
Maving Imags

Traval and Tourism

[TiCK | BLOCKE [TiCK. | TiEK

Business Shuds ‘Cccupational Stsdies. Dccupational Studies
Drama Food and Nutrition Construction
Enginesring History Fronch

Digital Technologies

[Multimedial ks

Digital Technalogias
Music Spanish

(Computing)
Technobagy PE Laarning for Lits & Werk

Tachnalegy

MB Subjects will not be offersd if there are Insufficient numbers for & viable class.

Student's signature

Parant's signaturs

Plaass return to Mr Brown by 20™ April 2018

30.



QMY Awaru sumenve BTy LIINY UeVeIopIeTR
Applied IT Further Maths
Occupational Studies Geography
Moving Image

Travel and Tourism

BLOCKD BLOCKE BLOCKF
Business Studies Occupational Studies Occupational Studies
Drama Food and Nutrition Construction
Engineering History French
Digital Technologies
o (Multimedia) —_—
Digital Technol
Music P E———— Spanish
(Computing)
Technology PE Learning for Life & Work

Technology

31.




Five stages

- Stage five (Final decisions)
- Begins at the start of April
« Your choices are assessed by the Head of Year, Head of Careers
and the SLMT
- A final decision as to the viability of your option choices will be
made based on:
- The pathway you have chosen
« Progress in internal assessments 1-3 in key subjects
- Average scores and rank in your chosen option subject (where
applicable)
« Standardised scores (MidYIS / PTE / PTM)
- Average scores in English, Maths and Science

32.



GCSE

o

It is time to make
important decisions




Be aware!

- The school reserves the right to not of fer courses if
there are insufficient pupil numbers

- Therefore it is important to choose the subjects you
want to do in the first trawl or they might not be
available to you in the second trawl

« You must get your first trawl sheet in on time or your
subject combination may not be available to you in
the second trawl

- If you are unsure about the options process then talk
to Mr Brown

- If you are unsure about your career direction then
speak to Mrs Devlin and your teachers

05

34.
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Good Luck!

We appreciate how difficult this is! 0 6

- This is the most difficult choice you have to
make

» Your GCSEs are the gateway to Post-16,
University, the world of work and beyond!

» Take the time to think about what subjects
would be best for you

. Your teachers are here to help and guide you

» You and your parents must make the final
decision!

36.
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